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B craTbe npencTaBieH ceMHOTHYECKHI MEXaHU3M OTOXAECTBICHHUS, JIEKAILUI B OCHOBE IIPOLIECCOB
KaTeropusanuu, MOo3HaHUA W adalTalliu K MHPY. I/IIIGHTI/I(bI/IKaHI/ISI paccMaTpuBACTCA KaK MbICIIUTCIIbHAA
cXeMma, MHCTPYMEHT CMBICIIOBOTIO yIOpsAo4YeHus: cemruocdepsl. MexaHu3m uaeHTH(UKAMHA BKIIIOYaeT 00-
Hapy>K€HHE WHACKCAIBHBIX 3HAKOB UACHTUYHOCTH U MOCIEAYIOUIYI0 KaTETOPH3alnio 00BbEKTOB (OTOXKIECTB-
JICHUEC IO MKOHUYCCKOMY TI/IHy). BOCHpOI/I?;BOI[ﬂ 3HaK MACHTUYHOCTH, KYJbTypa BBICTPAHMBACT JICCTHHIBI
aHanorui u nogoomii. OOOPOTHON CTOPOHOH OTOXKAECTBICHUSI 00BEKTOB BBICTYIIAET MPOLECC X CAMOU/ICH-
TuhUKAIUK. 3HAK MAECHTHYHOCTH OJHOBPEMEHHO HHICKCHPYET M CAMOTOXAECTBEHHOCTh KAKIOrO 4JIeHA
knacca. MaenTudukanuss Kak MHTEIUIEKTYaJbHBIM KOHCTPYKT 00JafgaeT aTpuOyTOM HEOKOHYATEIBHOCTH U
He3aBeplIeHHOCTH. JIto06oe TOXKIEeCTBO, YCTaHABIMBAEMOE IO OAHOMY/HECKONBKMM OOIIMM TNpHU3HAKaM,
AaCUMMETPHUYHO IO IPYTUM XapakTepuctukaM. CemMaHTHYecKas HEyCTOMYMBOCTH TOXKIECTBA — IPUYMHA OJI-
HOBPEMEHHOI'O BXOKACHHUS 3HAKa BO MHOMKECTBO NMAapaJWrM U CYLIECTBOBAHMS Ha TPAHULE MEKAY «I» H
«He-1». [lepepacnpenencHue CEMaHTHUECKUX TPaHHIL «YCTOSBIIUXCS KIIACCOB — JIBUTATENb CeMHOC(EpHI.
AJbTepHaTHBHBIE KaTErOpU3aLMU YT BHE PUTOPUUECKUX KOHBEHIMH KYJIbTYpPBI. 3/1€Ch 3HAKU UJIEHTHYHO-
CTH NPUOOPETAIOT MHAEKCAIEHO-CUMBOJIUYECKUI XapaKTep, YTO YBEJINYMBAET CTEIEHb CEMAaHTHYECKON He-
YCTOWYMBOCTH HOBBIX MapagurM. J{Jsi aHanu3a ajJbTepHATUBHOM KaTeropu3alui 00beKTOB MHpa (KOMMYHH-
KaTUBHOT'O MOTEHIMAJIa TOXKIECCTB) MPUBIIEKAIOTCS MTOJILCKOSI3BIUHBIE TEKCTH 30UTHEBa XepoepTa.

KiroueBblie cjI0Ba: OTOXIECTBICHUE KaK MBICIIUTENbHBIN KOHCTPYKT; 3HaK UAEHTUYHOCTH; CEMHUO-
TUYECKUH MEXaHW3M HICHTU(UKALMN; aCHMMETPHS TOXKAECTB; aJIbTepHATUBHBIE KaTeropusaluu; 30UrHEB
Xepbepr.

SEMIOTICS OF IDENTITY

Elena E. Brazgovskaya
Professor in the Department of General Linguistics
Perm State Humanitarian-Pedagogical University

The article explores semiotic mechanism of identification that underlies processes of categorization,
cognition and mental adaptation to the outer world. Identification is regarded as a mental construct, a tool for
conceptual ordering of semiosphere. Identification mechanism involves spotting indexal signs of identity and
subsequent categorization of objects (iconic identification). By reproducing signs of identity, culture ar-
ranges hierarchies of analogies and similarities. The opposite side of this process is self-identification of ob-
jects. A sign of identity simultaneously labels self-identity of each class member. Identification as a mental
construct possesses the attribute of non-completion. Semiosis rules out existence of absolute (iconic) repli-
cas. Any equivalence established on the base of one or more common features appears asymmetric if other
features are chosen. This semantic instability of identity is the reason for simultaneous inclusion of a sign in
a variety of paradigms and its existence on the boundary between “self” and “non-self”. Rearrangement of
semantic boundaries between “conventional” classes is the engine of semiosphere. Alternative categoriza-
tions proceed outside rhetorical conventions of culture. Here the signs of identity acquire indexal and sym-
bolical quality, thus enhancing semantic instability of new paradigms. To analyze alternative categorization
of objects of the world we used Polish texts of Zbigniew Herbert. In one of the texts a man identifying him-
self as a rock uses a non-conventional (for culture) sign of identity — variability. The other text presents re-
construction of self-identification procedure performed by a rock in relation to its inner “self” (“rockness™).



In the article the novels “Murder in Byzantium” by J. Kristeva and “The Island of the Day Before” by U. Eco
are cited. Extensive supporting data is not only a tool for visualizing ideas within an academic text, but also
an opportunity to demonstrate landmark of the contemporary humanities — actualization of scientific theories
in a literary discourse.
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